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CENTRAL BOARD OF SECONDARY EDUCATION
(An Autonomous Organization under the Union Ministry of Human Resource Development, Govt. of India)

“Shiksha Sadan”, 17, Institutional Area, Rouse Avenue, Delhi-110002.

CBSE/ACAD/AEO (AHA)/2012 June 27, 2012
Circular No: Acad-27/2012

All the Heads of Institution
Affiliated to CBSE,

Subject: Discontinuation of the publication of Blue Prints, Sample Question Papers and Marking
Schemes in all major subjects in classes 1X-X w.e.f. academic session 2012-13 Summative
Assessment-11.

Dear Principal,

The Board used to issue Blue Prints ,Sample Question Papers and Marking Schemes in all major
subjects in classes IX and X to provide a model template to serve as a guide for entailing uniformity in
assessment, proper coverage of the curricula and validity (and therefore reliability) of assessment.
However it has been noticed that a large section of students and examiners punctiliously follow these
documents which results in precluding much advocated open ended approach and diversity in expression,
style and content. The blue print further micro-categorizes items into difficult, average and easy with
specific allotment of marks to each category which again limits the framing of a particular type of
guestion from a particular topic/chapter. Moreover the release of Blue prints and the Sample Question

Papers indirectly promotes ‘teaching to the test’.

In order to address the above issues and to further discourage the practice of “teaching to the
test”, the Board has decided to discontinue the practice of providing Blue Print, Sample Question
Papers and Marking Schemes in classes IX and X w.e.f. Summative Assessment-11 of 2012-13. The
weightings in the revised format will be assigned to entire units as mentioned in the curriculum as an
alternative of chapter wise weighting given earlier. There will be a more flexible design or structure of

assessment instead of a detailed blue print which used to divide the curriculum into exceedingly narrower
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parts. The structure of assessment will also be supplemented with a pool of exemplar items in each
subject.

This will be in effect from the Summative Assessment-11 of the current academic year i.e. 2012-
13 in all the main subjects and therefore the Summative Assessment -11, 2013 for classes IX & X
scheduled to be held in the month of March, 2013, will not be based on blue prints and Sample
Questions Papers. The SA-11 will rather follow a more comprehensive structure of examination and
flexible patterns. The structure of examination along with unit wise weighting for English, Hindi,
Sanskrit, Mathematics, Science and Social Science together with pools of exemplar items will be very
shortly available on the academic websites of CBSE (www.cbseacademic.in) and will also be circulated

to all the schools affiliated to the board. For any further queries you may contact Mr. Al Hilal Ahmed,
Assistant Education Officer at Tel No.-011-23237780 or e-mail at chsecp@gmail.com

The schools are requested to take notice of the changes mentioned and circulate the information
widely among all students, teachers and parents.

Yours Sincerely,

(Ram Shankar)
Joint Director, CBSE

Distribution:
Copy to the respective Heads of Directorates, Organizations and Institutions as indicated below with a
request to disseminate the information to all the schools under their jurisdiction:

The Commissioner, Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan, 18-Institutional Area, Shaheed Jeet Singh Marg, New Delhi- 110016.
The Commissioner, Navodaya Vidayalaya Samiti, A-28, Kailash Colony, New Delhi.

The Director of Education, Directorate of Education, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Old Secretariat, Delhi- 110054.

The Director of Public Instructions (Schools), Union Territory Secretariat, Sector-9, Chandigarh- 160017.

The Director of Education, Govt. of Sikkim, Gangtok, Sikkim- 737101.

The Director of School Education, Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh, Itanagar-791111

The Director of Education, Govt. of A&N Islands, Port Blair- 744101.

The Director of Education, S.1.E., CBSE Cell, VIP Road, Junglee Ghat, P.O. 744103, A&N Islands.

The Secretary, Central Tibetan School Administration, ESS ESS Plaza, Community Centre, Sector 3, Rohini, Delhi- 110085
10. All the Regional Officers of CBSE with the request to send this circular to all the Heads of the affiliated schools of the Board
11. The Education Officers/ AEOs of the Academic Branch, CBSE.

12. The HOD (IT) with the request to put this circular on the CBSE website.

13. The RO (Technology) with request to put this circular on the CBSE Academic website.

14. The Joint Director, Academic Branch, CBSE

15. The Library and Information Officer, CBSE.

16. E.O.to Chairman, CBSE

17. DO/ PA to Secretary, CBSE

18. PAto CE, CBSE

19. PAto Director (Trg.)

20. PAto Director (Acad.)

21. PAto Director( Special Examinations)

22. PAto Director (Edusat and Vocational Education)

23. PRO, CBSE.
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