
 
 

CBSE / DIR(ACAD) / 2021       Date: 20/10/2021       

 

NOTIFICATION 

 

Sub: Launch of Handbook of Assessment and Evaluation: Best Practices in Item Design 

and Test Development for teachers  

 

A robust system of continuous and adaptive assessment to continuously inform teaching-

learning processes and optimize learning for all students is a key focus area of the National 

Education Policy (NEP), 2020. In this context, the Central Board of Secondary Education in 

collaboration with Azim Premji University, Bengaluru and Central Square Foundation has 

developed the Handbook of Assessment and Evaluation: Best Practices in Item Design 

and Test Development. This handbook will help teachers of all subjects to design test items 

that are a valid and reliable measure of the student learning.  

Some of the intended objectives of this handbook are to: 

 Provide guidance for test developers who create questions or tasks for learning 

assessments; 

 Ellaborate the role of an learning frameworks for item writing, characteristics, and 

development of high-quality assessment instruments; and 

 Provide inputs for writing good items, including the construction of marking guides. 

This handbook breaks down the process of developing assessments into well defined, easy 

to comprehend modules which would help teachers to design accurate test items for testing 

varied competencies. The book is available on CBSE Academic website at the link  

http://cbseacademic.nic.in/web_material/Manuals/Assessment-Evaluation_handbook.pdf.  

Teachers are encouraged to use this handbook as a ready reference for developing 

assessments in their subjects. School heads are requested to kindly ensure wider circulation 

of this resource for teachers so that they are enabled to adopt a comprehensive and 

scientific approach to test design that aligns to the curriculum learning outcomes.  

 

With best wishes, 

 

Dr. Joseph Emmanuel 

Director (Academics) 

  

http://cbseacademic.nic.in/web_material/Manuals/Assessment-Evaluation_handbook.pdf


 

Copy to the respective Heads of Directorates, Organizations and Institutions as 
indicated below with a request to disseminate the information to all the schools under 
their jurisdiction: 
 
1. The Secretary, Eklavya Model Residential Schools (EMRS), Ministry of Tribal Affairs, 

Government of India. 
2. The Secretary, Sainik Schools Society, Room No. 101, D-1 Wing, Sena Bhawan, New 

Delhi-110001. 
3. The Chairman, Odisha Adarsha Vidyalaya Sangathan, N-1/9, Near Doordarshan Kendra, 

PO Sainik School Nayapalli, Bhubaneswar, Odhisha-751005. 
4. The Commissioner, Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan, 18 Institutional Area, Shaheed Jeet 

Singh Marg, New Delhi-16 
5. The Commissioner, Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti, B-15, Sector-62, Institutional Area,  

Noida201309 
6. The Director of Education, Directorate of Education, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, Old  

Secretariat, Delhi-110 054 
7. The Director of Public Instructions (Schools), Union Territory Secretariat, Sector 9,  

Chandigarh-160017 
8. The Director of Education, Govt. of Sikkim, Gangtok, Sikkim –737101 
9. The Director of School Education, Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh, Itanagar –791 111 
10. The Director of Education, Govt. of A&N Islands, Port Blair – 744101 
11. The Director of Education, S.I.E., CBSE Cell, VIP Road, Junglee Ghat, P.O. 744103, 

A&N Island 
12. The Director, Central Tibetan School Administration, ESSESS Plaza, Community  Centre, 

Sector -3, Rohini, Delhi 
13. The Additional Director General of Army Education, A –Wing, Sena Bhawan, DHQ,  PO, 

New Delhi-110001 
14. The Secretary AWES, Integrated Headquarters of MoD (Army), FDRC Building No. 

202,Shankar Vihar (Near APS), Delhi Cantt-110010 
15. All Regional Directors/Regional Officers of CBSE with the request to send this circular 

to  all the Heads of the affiliated schools of the Board in their respective Regions 
16. All Joint Secretary/ Deputy Secretary/ Assistant Secretary/SPS / Analyst, CBSE 
17. All Head(s)/ In-Charge(s), Centre of Excellence, CBSE 
18. In charge IT Unit with the request to put this Circular on the CBSE Academic Website 
19. In-Charge, Library 
20. The Head (Media & Public Relations), CBSE 
21. DS to Chairman, CBSE 
22. SPS to Secretary, CBSE 
23. SPS to Director (Academics), CBSE 
24. SPS to Director (Information Technology), CBSE 
25. SPS to Controller of Examinations, CBSE 
26. SPS to Director (Training and Skill Education), CBSE 
27. SPS to Director (Professional Examinations), CBSE 
28. SPS to Director (CTET), CBSE 
29. SPS to Director (EDUSAT), CBSE 
30. Record File 
 

Director (Academics) 


